
Hidenwood Presbyterian Church 

Minutes of Stated Diaconate Meeting 

September 15, 2021 
 

I. Opening 

The Stated Meeting of the Diaconate of Hidenwood Presbyterian Church was held on September 

15, 2021. Libby Bowman called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. Jodie Bayne opened with a 

devotional. Motion to approve the minutes from the July meeting by Chris Manry and seconded 

by Bill Sharkey. Motion passed. 

 

In attendance: 

Robert Parry Hilary Spencer Bill Sharkey Bill Espich 

Melanie White Chris Manry  Jodie Bayne Debbie Carrithers 

Ben Norfleet Libby Bowman Gay Huffman 

  

Not Present: 

Paige Crowther  

 

II. New Business:  

New Minister, Andrew Whitehead will meet with both the Diaconate and Session next 

Wednesday, September 22nd at 7 pm in McKeithen Hall. 

 

Investigate slowing sign messages down and maybe less background to increase readability. Will 

discuss with Barbara Adams to see if possible. 

 

III. Committee Reports 

A. Mission – Bill Espich 

The Mission Committee met on September 12th.  

1. The Congregation was so generous with the donating of school supplies that no 

additional mission funds were needed. The supplies were packed in boxes and 

delivered to Hidenwood Elementary School on September 10th. The Principal, Brian 

Lieberman, expressed sincere appreciation for the supplies.  

2. Pumpkins arrive on October 10th, following worship service. Volunteers are needed 

to help unload our portion of the truck and arrange them in preparation for the sale 

which begins immediately.  

3. Pumpkins will be on sale from noon to 6 pm each day through October 31st. 

Volunteers will work in 2-hour shifts and sign-up sheets will be available in the 

Narthex starting September 19th. As for pricing, we will show what is recommended 

but will accept any amount someone is willing to pay. Mission Committee does not 

intend to make money on this community service and our signage will reflect our 

intentions.  

4. The Fall Festival will be from 11am until 4 pm on Saturday October 16th. Misti 

Stowell is the coordinator, and she has several unit leaders for areas such as 

registration, bake sales, games, hayrides and more. More volunteers are needed.  

5. Thanksgiving and Christmas food deliveries to selected Hidenwood Elementary 

School families are very problematic as the Delta variant continues to spread. We are 

looking for a health-safe work around but don’t have it yet. Suggestions are 

welcomed.  
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a. The Mission Committee would welcome any volunteers or ideas for locating 

volunteers to help with leading Sunday School for the youth in the Central 

African Congregation this fall. Please drop a note to w.espich@jimmieandbill.us 

 

B. Food and Fellowship-Gay Huffman/Paige Crowther 

The FF/CC committee did not meet this month.  

1. Food and Fellowship 

a. Our sandwich and card ministries continue weekly.  

b. We hosted two memorial services in August- Lorraine and Ed Austin & Rob 

Collins 

c. We hosted a going away reception for Charles Tucker and Geoffrey Bell 

d. Plans for a Lemonade on the Lawn welcoming reception after the Worship 

Service for the new Pastor will be this Sunday September 19th. 

e. Our PORT dates for this year have been set. We will be doing one night between 

November 10th-16th at First Baptist Church and possibly two nights at St. Stevens 

between January 12th-19th. Like last year, we will be open to add fill in dates as 

needed. We did two extra dates last year.  

f. We will also be making funnel cakes and selling sodas at the Fall Festival this 

year.  

2. Congregational Care 

a. The committee continues to touch base with our Homebound members and 

members in facilities via calling, visiting, and sending cards.   

C. Property - Chris Manry  

The Property Committee met on September 7th.    

1. Belinda’s Report 

a. The ceiling in the bathroom behind the sanctuary needs to be repaired. 

One of the air conditioning vents in the sanctuary is making a rattling 

noise when the fan is running. The fire alarm system needs a new part 

installed for it to work properly. BFPE Company has ordered the part 

and will install it as soon as it arrives. The cost of this repair is $3000. 

Ptac units have been installed in the new first grade classroom upstairs as 

well as a sink and the room is ready for the start of school. Also, another 

Ptac unit needs to be repaired (room 121) The part is on order. Patricks’s 

Glass is to install a new glass door (to be paid for by the preschool) on 

the Hiden Blvd. side of the building. We discussed a volunteer grounds 

clean-up day for Saturday September 25th.  

2. Chris Manry’s Report:  

a. Ken and Chris repainted the grills on the second floor Ptac units. Chris will look 

at the rattle in the sanctuary vent next week and try to solve the problem. Also, 

Chris has committed to fixing the ceiling in the bathroom behind the Sanctuary 

and repairing and repainting the outside doors to the dumpster and the shed. 

Hopefully, all of this will be completed by the end of the week. Chris also 

reattached the gutter downspout on the Hiden Blvd. side.  

3. Committee Members Report: 

a. Bob and Paige as well as Neal, Ken, Robert, and Chris, have spent time 

cleaning up the grounds and trimming bushes. Paige has been spraying 

for weeds and spent a lot of time treating the playground. Robert Parry 

has kept up the grass cutting and trimming. Neal cleaned up the parking 
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lot and repainted the lines in the handicapped areas. Ken repaired and 

painted the trim on the building outside the shed.   

 

4. Action Items:  

a. Repair and repaint the ceiling in the bathroom behind the sanctuary. Repair and 

repaint the doors to the dumpster area and the shed. Chris will take care of that. 

Get the word out about the volunteer cleanup day on October 2nd at 11:30 am. 

Barbara will make sure to include the information in the News You Can Use this 

week and we will spread the word to the congregation.  

5. Items for Session: None  

 

D. Evangelism & Communications – Melanie White and Ben Norfleet 

The Evangelism/Communications Committee did not meet this month.  

1. The committee continues to seek out possible activities/ideas for reaching out to the 

community.  

2. Barbara Adams continues to put out the Hidenwood Herald as well as the News You 

Can Use to help keep members updated on events and happenings within the church.  

IV. Old Business: 

None  

 

V. Pastor Report  

 

VI. Rejoicing & Weeping  

A. Prayers for comfort for Gay Huffman’s family and the Memorial for her sister-in-law. 

B. Prayers for Charlie Spencer and recovery from surgery for digestive issues. He is at home 

but still recovering. 

C. Prayers for Mary Jane Bryant not feeling well and undergoing tests. 

D. Prayers for all those unknown requests and needs.  

 

VII. Adjournment 

There being no further business, Libby Bowman closed the meeting with prayer. Gay Huffman 

motioned to adjourn, and it was seconded by Chris Manry. The meeting was adjourned at 7:59 

pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Melanie White, Secretary 


