
HIDENWOOD PRESBYTERAN CHURCH 

Minutes of the Stated Session Meeting 

October 27, 2021 

 

I. The October 27, 2021, stated Session meeting began at 7:00 in the conference room. Moderator 

Andrew Whitehead, Pastor and Head of Staff, established a quorum, welcomed participants, and 

opened with prayer. 

 

Session Members Present    Session Members Absent 

 Leslie Brooks  Ed Miles   Beverly McLean  

 Arthur Henderson John Mattern    Jimmie Espich  

 Andrew Kirkpatrick Ben Mason    John Vanderhoven 

Shawen Bartol  

              Dana Stowell 

 

II. REPORT OF THE CLERK 

A. Action on Minutes 

1. John Mattern MOVED to accept the minutes of the September 22, 2021, Stated 

Session meeting as submitted. The motion was SECONDED and APPROVED. 

B. Clerk’s Report 

1. Death of Mary Sherwood Holt, September 27, 2021 

C. Action on Request and Communications 

1. Barbara Adams received a letter from former member Lisa Scott who wishes to 

transfer her membership from Kirkwood Presbyterian Church back to Hidenwood. 

The session welcomes her and her family’s return: husband Bo, daughters Taylor 

Nicole, Morgan-Paige.  

2. An email motion from the Mission Committee seeking permission to hold a Rise 

Against Hunger event Saturday, November 13 passed unanimously. 

 

III. REPORT FROM DIACONATE 

A. Session received and read the updated Social Gathering Policy written by Belinda 

Hammond and Paige Crowther. (see attached) 

B. Andrew Kirkpatrick MOVED to accept the minutes of the October 20, 2021, Diaconate 

minutes as received. The motion was SECONDED and APPROVED. 

 

IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Faith Formation ............................................................................................ Jimmie Espich 

1. Preschool classes are coming to the library for books and for reading time. Library 

cards have been created for kindergarteners and first graders. The library table has 

returned to the Narthex for Sunday morning book selection.  

2. The committee is looking for new nursery workers. Ann Goslee will substitute until 

we can find new workers. Carey is recommending that we pay $15 an hour and that 

we hire two to work each Sunday.  

3. A children’s message will return to worship when there are more children in worship.  

4. Disposable Christian education materials are being used by children during worship. 

In-person Sunday morning programs for children will be deferred until January.  
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5. Junior Disciples are meeting weekly. Bible Science is the curriculum this year. Debbi 

Stevens and Grace Goode will assist Carey.  

6. Middle School Youth are meeting on the first and third Sunday nights each month. 

7. An Adult Seminar study of Peter has ended. A five-week study, probably centered on 

social-justice issues, will be next, and then an Advent study. The committee is 

considering Jill Duffield’s Advent in Plain Sight.  

8. The Hidenwood Explorers will visit the Williamsburg Meadery October 24.  

9. Two book groups are meeting monthly.  

10. Pickle Ball gear arrived and is being used on Thursday evenings. The committee 

hopes to develop regular use of the Pickle Ball gear in leagues. Arthur Henderson 

helped the Thursday group learn the rules of the game.  

11. The Preschool is having chapel twice a month. Kindergarten and first grade have 

chapel separate from the younger children for social distancing.  

B. Finance .................................................................................................... Arthur Henderson 

1.Arthur presented the financial statements. Andrew Kirkpatrick MOVED to accept 

the financial statements as presented. The motion was APPROVED. 

2.Arthur proposed creating flex spending accounts for the pastor and staff at $1,000 

per insured person. 

3.Arthur wondered if it would be a good idea to purchase a defibrillator for the 

church. He noted that Red Cross training was necessary to operate the device, 

signs would need to be posted indicating the device’s location, and batteries 

would need to be changed periodically. The issue will be discussed at a later date. 

C. Stewardship ....................................................................................................  John Mattern 

To date, 49 pledges have been received for a total of $291,402, which is $40,682 ahead of 

last year at the same time. Pledge Sunday is Nov. 14. 

D. Personnel ............................................................................................................ Ben Mason 

No Report 

E. Nominating .................................................................................................. Jimmie Espich 

No report 

F. Hidenwood Preschool .................................................................................... Leslie Brooks 

New glass doors and windows have been installed in the preschool foyer. The preschool 

paid for this improvement to the church building. They will also be replacing three more 

glass panels with safety glass. 

G. Worship ........................................................................ Shawen Bartol, John Vanderhoven 

1. Substitute Organists/Pianists are being contacted to cover the rest of the year. 95% of 

the dates including Christmas Eve are covered. The committee will continue to reach 

out to cover Sundays in 2022. 

2. The committee continues to reach out to individuals to help with sound/lights. 

3. John Sims has agreed to act as Interim Choir Director. Details of his responsibilities 

need to be finalized with the Pastor, Personnel Committee, and Choir members. 

4. The Organist/Music Director Search Committee has been formed. Members include 

Lisa Woessner, Dave Rutan, Jane Strebel, Ben Mason and Shawen Bartol. The job 

description for this position has been reviewed by Shawen and Andrew and will be 

presented to the Search Committee for review.  
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5. The committee has temporary fixed the hearing assistant devices to work with 

Andrew’s sound pack but will continue to look into purchasing new hearing assistant 

devices for worship services as the current devices are outdated. 

6. The committee is considering alternative ways to offer Communion other than the 

current juice/wafer combo. There was discussion at the PEVA meeting about other 

churches providing bread in a baggie along with the juice pack instead of the 

wafer/juice combo. Currently we have 250 combo packs left before changing this 

process. Does Session need to approve using bread as an alternative choice for 

communion? It will be placed in individual baggies for pickup prior to the service.   

7. The committee is discussing how to handle online services when Nicholas is 

unavailable during the holidays. A request will be posted in “News You Can Use” 

this week.   

8. The committee is looking into how to best spend the $5000 grant from PEVA for 

purchasing new video equipment.   

9. Andrew has discussed with the committee the Advent schedule including the Virginia 

Handbell Consortium (Nov. 28th), Advent Devotional to Congregation (Jill Duffield 

on Dec. 2nd), Christmas at Hidenwood (Dec. 11th – Carey to organize), Hope & 

Healing Service (Dec. 19th with communion), and Christmas Eve (two services). 

Committee would love help with sound/lights for some of these services. John 

Mattern MOVED to allow communion at the Service of Hope and Healing. The 

motion was SECONDED and APPROVED. 

10. Shawen will provide Carey with information to share with the congregation Sunday, 

October 31 regarding the announcement of John Sims as Interim Music Director and 

the formation of the Search Committee. 

H. Memorial Fund ……………………………………………………………Gay Huffman 

No report 

 

V. NEW BUSINESS 

Session received the report of commissioner Bill Espich who attended the October 19, 2021 

PEVA meeting at First Presbyterian Church in Virginia Beach. Among items of note was the 

introduction of Hidenwood’s Pastor/Head of Staff Andrew Whitehead. 

 

VI. OLD BUSINESS  

A. Attorney Ben Mason addressed Session on the issue of incorporation. Hidenwood 

Presbyterian is currently unincorporated, but the Book of Order is clear that if 

incorporation is permitted where a church is located, the church should follow suit. After 

additional research, Ben reported this information: 

1. Mr. and Mrs. Smoker deeded to the trustees of Hidenwood Presbyterian Church the 

site of its church complex at 414 Hiden Blvd. on June 12, 1981. 

2. The PC(USA) was established by the merger of The Presbyterian Church in the 

United States with the United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America.  

It was Ben’s opinion, then, that because the church was deeded to the trustees before 

the formation of the PC(USA), that Hidenwood’s use of trustees is grandfathered in. 
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Therefore, Ben MOVED that item VI on page 2 of the Manual of Operations be 

stricken. The motion was SECONDED and APPROVED.  

B. Andrew Kirkpatrick MOVED to nominate Leslie Brooks as a trustee to replace Rob 

Collins. 

The motion was SECONDED and APPROVED, and the nomination will be placed 

before the congregation in January for consideration. 

C. Building Use Committee members are Jessica Kelly, chair; Barbara Adams, church 

administrator; Paige Crowther, member-at-large; and Hilary Spencer, property committee 

chair. 

  

VII. PASTOR’S REPORT 

Pastor Whitehead… 

• conducted staff sit-downs and commented on the professionalism and talent of the staff 

• complimented the success of the Pumpkin Festival, stating that it reinforced the community’s 

desire for outdoor family events 

• reported on the plans for advent: 

Nov. 28-Virginia Handbell Consortium 

Dec. 2-Zoom meeting with author Jill Duffield, to which members of PEVA will be invited 

Dec. 11-Christmas at Hidenwood, an outdoor event which would include a table for 

ornament making, hot drinks, music, and a tree lighting 

Dec. 19-Service of Healing and Hope 

• continues pastoral visits as able due to Covid restrictions 

 

VIII. INFORMATION ABOUT CARE GROUPS 

 Please keep Charlie Spencer in your prayers.   

 

IX. LOOKING AHEAD 

A. Pumpkin Patch continues through October 31 

B. Red Cross Blood Drive, Tuesday, November 2, 12:15-6 pm 

C. Rise Against Hunger, Saturday, November 13, 10 am 

D. PORT Homeless Shelter, Friday and Saturday, November 12 and 13 

E. Session Meeting, Tuesday, November 16 

 

X. ADJOURNMENT—  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 with a closing prayer by John 

Mattern.  

 

 

 

 _________________________    _________________________ 

 Andrew P. Whitehead      Leslie Brooks 

 Moderator       Clerk of Session 

 Date minutes approved: ___ / ___ / ___ 

 Initialed by: Clerk: _____ Assistant Clerk: _____ 
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Social Gatherings Involving Food  

(In Times of a Pandemic)  

Where Unmasking is Necessary 

 

Indoor gatherings involving food may only be held when… 

• Social distancing is able to be strictly maintained per CDC guidelines. 

• Only prepackaged and or catered food is served.  

• Self-serve buffet lines are prohibited. 

• Gatherings are limited to 30 people 

Approved by Diaconate 10/30/2021 

Approved by Session 10/27/2021 

 


