
Hidenwood Presbyterian Church 

Minutes of Stated Diaconate Meeting 

November 17, 2021 

 

I. Opening 

The Stated Meeting of the Diaconate of Hidenwood Presbyterian Church was held on 

November 17, 2021. Libby Bowman called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. Bill Sharkey 

opened with a devotional. Motion to approve the minutes from the October meeting by 

Bill Espich and seconded by Hilary Spencer. Motion passed. 

 

In attendance: 

Robert Parry  Hilary Spencer Bill Sharkey  Bill Espich 

Melanie White  Chris Manry  Libby Bowman Gay Huffman 

Rev. Andrew Whitehead 

 

Not Present :  

Ben Norfleet  Debbie Carrithers Paige Crowther Jodie Bayne 

 

II. New Business:  

None 

 

III. Committee Reports 

A. Mission – Bill Espich 

The Mission Committee met via email this month.   

1. The Pumpkin Patch was a great event. We started with 900 pumpkins and 

only had 100 remaining which were picked up to be used as animal food and 

the Food Bank is interested in the pallets that were given to us by Dean and 

Don’s. Approximately $8000 was brought in with the pumpkins with $5500 

going to the Navajo Nation and the remaining $2500 will be used by 

Hidenwood in the Rise Against Hunger account for future food packaging 

events.   

2. On November 4th and 5th, the Food and Fellowship and Mission Committees 

packed 144 We Care boxes with about 15 pounds of non-perishable food 

provided by the Virginia Peninsula Food Bank. The boxes will be delivered to 

THRIVE Peninsula (about ½ on November 22nd and the other ½ on November 

29th) and then distributed to their pantry patrons during the holiday season.    

3. Hidenwood hosted a Rise Against Hunger food packaging event Saturday, 

November 13th. 10,006 meals were packaged by 76 volunteers, 28 Hidenwood 

members, 12 CNU students and 36 community members. We believe that the 

move toward greater participation by the community is encouraging. 

4. This year the Angel Tree will have an envelope for each child in the Bethesda 

Free Methodist (Central African) Congregation (about 40 youth). Cash or 

checks to our church will be requested from the congregation. Mission 

Committee will convert those gifts to $50 in each envelope. Parents will use 

the money to celebrate the Christmas season consistent with their tradition. 
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Also, each family (about 25 families) will receive $50 Food Lion gift card. 

The Angel Tree will be in the Narthex beginning November 28th.    

5. Carey and Bill met with Hidenwood Elementary’s Family and Community 

Engagement Specialist, Lauren Hunter, on November 8th and were given four 

activities that can use Hidenwood resources.  

a. December 4th- Books on Bicycles: Market 4 Mission funds have been used 

to buy 60 books for ages 6-13 and 40 books for ages 4-8 at a cost of $110. 

These books will be distributed to the Hidenwood Elementary School 

community.  

b. December 20th- We were given the names of 12 families that will receive 

gifts of food using Market 4 Mission funds and our pantry supply. 

Delivery is still in the planning stage. The food will be packed on 

December 19th after worship.  

c. January 20th- After School Activities: Depending on the situation with the 

virus, the event will probably be hybrid (in person and virtual) Hidenwood 

will be responsible for snacks.  

d. 1st week of May 2022- Planning will begin soon and will include the HES 

administration, the PTA leadership and Hidenwood working on several 

ways to demonstrate appreciation for teachers.   

  

B. Food and Fellowship-Gay Huffman/Paige Crowther 

The FF/CC committee did not meet this month.  

1. Food and Fellowship 

1.Our sandwich and card ministries continue weekly.  

2.The Committee assisted the Mission Committee with assembling 144 

Food boxes for THRIVE on the 5th and 6th of November. We helped with 

assembling the boxes and packing them with non-perishable food.  

3.We hosted dinner and prepared breakfast bags and helped with the check 

in/check out process at PORT last weekend.  

2. Congregational Care 

a. We are assisting with sending Thanksgiving cards to our homebound 

members and we will do the same in sending Christmas cards.   

 

C. Property - Chris Manry  

The Property Committee met on November 9th.    

1. Belinda’s Report: Peninsula Roofing came out and repaired leaks in 

the roof over the Preschool office and the hallway behind the 

Sanctuary. Masters Mechanical installed a new thermostat in the 

Fellowship Hall. They are currently in the process of fixing a heating 

problem in the choir room. A part had to be ordered and is scheduled 

to arrive the first part of next week. A diseased and decaying tree was 

discovered near the entrance canopy on the Hiden Blvd. side of the 

building. Belinda had a tree expert come out to look at it and he 

indicated it should come down as soon as possible. The cost for the 

removal is $3950.   
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2. Chris Manry’s Report:  

Neal and I replaced the light bulbs over the entrance to McKeithen Hall on 

11/9. Belinda informed me that we are over our budget for 2021 so I will meet 

with the session next week to have the funds approved for the remainder of 

the year.    

3. Committee Members Report: 

Neal and Ken took down and stored away the tent for the Pumpkin 

Patch on 11/1. Bill Espich, Jimmie Espich, Hilary and myself spread a 

load of mulch in the flower beds on the Hiden Blvd. side of the 

building. Jimmie and Hilary also continued their planting of shrubs 

and flowers on the grounds. Robert has kept up the mowing and 

trimming of the lawn. Bob Snyder proposed an idea to construct a 

Christmas tree out of rope and lights to be suspended from the building 

on the Hiden Blvd. side of the building. Belinda suggested that we take 

this idea to session in their meeting. Bob agreed to attend 

4. Action Items:  

a. Get approval for Bob Snyder’s Christmas tree lights. Discuss budget 

overage with session.   

5. Items for Session: Budget Discussion 

 

D. Evangelism & Communications – Melanie White and Ben Norfleet 

The Evangelism/Communications Committee did not meet this month.  

1. The committee paid for the Christmas mailing to be sent to members and 

community members informing them of the Holiday events at Hidenwood.  

2. The committee is helping to promote Jill Duffield Event on December 2nd at 7 

pm. 

3. Barbara Adams continues to put out the Hidenwood Herald as well as the 

News You Can Use to help keep members updated on events and happenings 

within the church.  

IV. Old Business: 

None  

 

V. Pastor Report  

A. Getting excited for the Holiday Events to include Christmas at Hidenwood on 

Dec. 11th and. Christmas Eve Services 

B. Stewardship campaign going well   

C. Rev. Andrew Whitehead will take a vacation after the holidays 

 

VI. Rejoicing & Weeping  

A. Eleanor Whitehead is feeling better. Continued prayers for comfort. 

B. Dave Forrest has had some bad health news. Prayers for healing and comfort.  

C. Charlie Spencer is doing better. Prayers for continued healing and comfort.  

D. Mary Jane Bryant hoping to go home soon and feeling better.  

E. Prayers for all those unknown requests and needs.  
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VII. Adjournment 

There being no further business, Gay Huffman closed the meeting with prayer. Libby 

Bowman motioned to adjourn, seconded by Bill Espich. The meeting was adjourned at 

7:57 pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Melanie White, Secretary 


