
Hidenwood Presbyterian Church 

Minutes of Stated Diaconate Meeting 

December 15, 2021 

 

I. Opening 

The Stated Meeting of the Diaconate of Hidenwood Presbyterian Church was held on 

December 15, 2021. Libby Bowman called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. Ben Norfleet 

opened with a devotional. Motion to approve the minutes from the November meeting by 

Bill Espich and seconded by Chris Manry. Motion passed. 

 

In attendance: 

Robert Parry  Hilary Spencer Bill Sharkey  Bill Espich 

Melanie White  Chris Manry  Libby Bowman Paige Crowther  

Ben Norfleet  Debbie Carrithers Jodie Bayne 

 

Not Present:  

Rev. Andrew Whitehead 

Gay Huffman 

 

II. New Business:  

Election of Diaconate Chair and Secretary. Libby Bowman was nominated to continue as 

Diaconate Chair and Melanie White was nominated to continue as Diaconate Secretary. 

Both nominations were unanimously approved.  

 

III. Committee Reports 

A. Mission – Bill Espich 

The Mission Committee met via email this month.   

1. Books on Bikes event hosted by Hidenwood Elementary School and assisted 

by Hidenwood Presbyterian Church took place on December 4th. HPC 

Mission committee purchased books to be given to participating community 

children and Faith Formation helped with the distribution. There were two 

distribution sites: Hidenwood Elementary School and Hidenwood Apartments 

off Warwick Blvd. Fewer than 15 books were actually given to kids at the 

event, but the remainder were given to Lauren Hunter, Hidenwood 

Elementary Liaison, for distribution at Hidenwood Elementary.    

2. Before Thanksgiving, the Food and Fellowship and Mission Committees 

packed 144 We Care boxes to be distributed by THRIVE. The Monday of 

Thanksgiving week, 72 boxes were taken to THRIVE and were all distributed, 

and the other 72 boxes were delivered the following Monday. The supplies for 

another 144 We Care boxes were delivered and packed December 13th. They 

are being stored on the stage to be delivered to THRIVE during the first weeks 

of the New Year.     

3. Food supplies for twelve Hidenwood Elementary School families, Michael 

Jackson and Paula and Heather Eidson will be packed on Sunday, December 

19th after worship with non-perishable items. Monday morning the perishable 

items will be added. Some families are picking their food supplies up from the 
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church and others will need to be delivered. Several volunteers may be needed 

to make home deliveries.     

4. Angel Tree contributions continue to come in with December 12th being the 

planned end of collection. However, gifts will always be accepted. We have 

straightened out the names of the recipients and will deliver the gifts to the 

Free Methodist Congregation next Sunday. In the past we haven’t made a big 

deal about the gifts but pray that it may help to strengthen the connection 

between our congregations.    

5. Rise Against Hunger is beginning to plan for a Spring Packaging Event.  

 

B. Food and Fellowship-Gay Huffman/Paige Crowther 

The FF/CC committee did not meet this month.  

1. Food and Fellowship 

a. The committee helped with Christmas decorations around the building.   

b. We assisted in serving hot chocolate and cider at the Christmas at 

Hidenwood event.   

c. We helped pack We Care boxes for THRIVE. 

d. The sandwich Ministry for the Salvation Army continues weekly.  

e. We have a date of Jan. 14/15 to assist with Port at St. Stephens Episcopal 

Church-more details to come.   

2. Congregational Care 

a. Members of the Congregational Care Committee assisted Barbara with 

sending Christmas Cards to our homebound members.   

 

C. Property - Chris Manry  

The Property Committee did not meet this month.     

1. Belinda’s Report   

a. On Nov 3rd, BPFE inspected the new fire alarm panel. On Nov. 4th, 

Security 101 repaired the problem with the front doors. On Nov. 

5th, Masters Mechanical replaced the thermostat in the Fellowship 

Hall because it wasn’t heating. On Nov. 29th, Neal, Chris, and 

Belinda got all the Christmas trees out of storage and dispersed 

them to different locations in the church. Several volunteers helped 

to decorate them. Masters Mechanical has been working on 

repairing the heating in the choir room. It was completed on Nov. 

30th, along with replacing a belt in the Sanctuary HVAC to help 

with the noise. On Dec. 2nd, Neal purchased a new leaf blower and 

extension kit from Ace Hardware. Trees R Us came out on 

December 9th and removed the dead and diseased tree next to the 

canopy entrance to the Narthex. Belinda and many volunteers 

organized the cookies and hot drinks for the Christmas at 

Hidenwood event on Dec. 11th.    

2. Chris Manry’s Report:  

a. The property committee played a huge role in the set up and taking down 

of the tables and chairs and decorations for the Christmas at Hidenwood 
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event. Several members of the church volunteered their help. Many thanks 

to all.   

3. Committee Members Report: 

a. Bob Snyder created a string of lights shaped like a Christmas tree. 

With the help of Bill Espich, Neal, and Chris, Bob hung the light 

arrangement on the Hiden Blvd side of the church. We still have a 

few adjustments to make. Robert Parry has been working 

relentlessly on mulching the leaves on the church grounds and 

Neal has been busy blowing the leaves off the walkways and 

parking lot.  

4. Action Items:  

a. We need to work up a plan for the leaf removal from the gutters and plan a 

workday for volunteers to rake the leaves around the church grounds.    

5. Items for Session: None 

 

D. Evangelism & Communications – Melanie White and Ben Norfleet 

The Evangelism/Communications Committee did not meet this month.  

1. The committee has started to brainstorm ideas for next year to include 

possibly more webinars, Hidenwood t-shirts for Vacation Bible School and to 

continue to assist with purchasing equipment for online broadcasting.  

2. Barbara Adams continues to put out the Hidenwood Herald and the “News 

You Can Use” to help keep members updated on events and happenings 

within the church.  

 

IV. Old Business: 

None  

 

V. Pastor Report  

A. Rev. Andrew Whitehead will take a vacation on Jan. 2nd.  

 

VI. Rejoicing & Weeping  

A. Keep the DiPersio family in your prayers. Angela's cousin, Ann, lost her mother 

today and her husband Jeff has been in ICU for a week with COVID. Also pray 

for Angela's mom and siblings for the loss of their sister-in-law. Angela's cousin 

Todd is having a brain tumor removed now; and her Aunt Floss will have part of 

her jaw and thyroid removed for cancer on December 30.  

B. Prayers for all those unknown requests and needs.  

 

VII. Adjournment 

There being no further business, Hilary Spencer closed the meeting with prayer. Chris 

Manry motioned to adjourn, and it was seconded by Ben Norfleet. The meeting was 

adjourned at 7:52 pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Melanie White, Secretary 


