
Hidenwood Presbyterian Church 

Minutes of Stated Diaconate Meeting 

April 20, 2022 
 

I. Opening 

The Stated Meeting of the Diaconate of Hidenwood Presbyterian Church was held on 

April 20, 2022. Libby Bowman called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. Bill Sharkey 

opened with a devotional. Motion to approve the minutes from February and March 

Diaconate meetings by Ben Norfleet and seconded by Robert Parry. Motion passed.   

In Attendance: 

Bill Sharkey  Libby Bowman Jodie Bayne    

Bob Crowther  Melanie White  Hilary Spencer 

Ben Norfleet  Robert Parry  Rev. Andrew Whitehead 

Not In Attendance :   

Gay Huffman  Bill Espich  Debbie Carrithers 

II. New Business:  

Bring to Session a need for specific food handling guidelines that address gatherings and 

events and reflect current safety protocols.  

III. Committee Reports 

A. Mission – Bill Espich 

The Mission Committee met via email this month.   

1. Inspired by the Diaconate Devotional discussion in March, Market 4 Mission 

pledged a gift of $2000.00 to Ukrainian refugee relief from a special account 

to serve as encouragement for the congregation to also give to the cause. Staff 

planned a special offering on Maundy Thursday for the same purpose. 

Mission Committee agreed that giving through the Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance was the most effective way to support the Ukrainian refugees. The 

congregation gave $5025.00 in special Sunday offerings and $200 at the 

Maundy Thursday service. Online donations have yet to be totaled. A check 

for $7025 has been sent to the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and a check 

for the remaining total will be sent by the end of the month.     

2. Rise Against Hunger is moving towards a spring food packaging event. The 

date will be determined after the event gets approval from Diaconate and 

Session. Barbara Adams and Don Kane will determine the date, probably in 

May or June. 

3. The Hidenwood Food Pantry donated approximately 160 pounds of non-

perishable foods to THRIVE the week of April 4th.  

4. Mission Committee offered the congregation an opportunity to feed the 

hungry through a program named Lasagna Love. Four members have 

expressed an interest. Debbie Stevens is going to take the lead and help others 

share in the experience.  

5. Hidenwood Elementary Connection News: Faith Formation and Mission met 

with Hidenwood Elementary School on March 17th and did resolve the 

logistical issues that developed from an effort to have the Books on Bikes 
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reach more students. The event is planned for May 14th. Mission continues to 

explore the school garden idea, but the progress has been slow  

6. Working to establish a Blood Drive once a month. Next month Blood Drive is 

May 17th Tuesday. Don Kane is trying to get a Wednesday and a Tuesday 

group of donors.  

A. Food and Fellowship-Gay Huffman/Jodie Bayne 

The FF/CC committee did not meet this month.  

1. Food and Fellowship 

a. The committee provided an Egg Casserole Breakfast on Easter morning at 

9:00 am prior to the Easter Service. 

b. The sandwich ministry for the Salvation Army continues weekly on 

Wednesdays.  

2. Congregational Care 

a. Members of the Congregational Care Committee received an updated 

homebound list from Barbara Adams.  

b. The committee sent out Easter cards to homebound members. 

c. Elders and deacons delivered lilies to homebound members for Easter.  

B. Property - Bob Crowther 

The Property Committee met April 12th.  

1. Belinda’s Report   

a. Active termites were found in room 118. James Pest Control sprayed for 

termites on Friday in addition to their scheduled spraying for palmetto 

bugs in the preschool classrooms. They will return on April 21st to treat for 

older termite damage that was discovered in room 120. 

b. The flat roof behind the sanctuary is leaking. Belinda contacted 3 

roofers for estimates. Property Committee chose Reliance Roofing 

to replace the flat roof at the cost of $5650. 

c. Patrick’s Glass installed a new panic bar on one of the carport’s 

entrance doors at a cost of $311. 

2. Chris’s Report: 

a. Chris Manry painted the women’s bathroom by the pre-school 

office. We recommend all future painting of bathrooms with 

cinderblock walls be contracted out.   

3. Bob’s Report: 

a. Paige and Bob Crowther filled in the depression behind the play kitchen 

area and raked out the courtyard in preparation for the Easter Egg Hunt 

after service on Easter Sunday. Robert Parry cut the grass in the courtyard 

and edged the walkways.  

4. Action Items:  

a. The Property Committee will help set up and tear down the HPC Creation 

Celebration on Saturday April 23rd starting at 9 am. 

b. Pre-Work for the Fellowship Hall and adjoining foyer project will be on 

July 9th and will involve cleaning and replacing as needed the overhead 

lights and items on the walls before the painting begins. The Committee 

will work on this together.   
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c. Attic pull-down stairs behind sacristy, which needed replacement, have 

been purchased.  

d. The committee is still coming up with a plan on how to clean the gutters.  

5. Items for Session: None 

D. Evangelism & Communications – Melanie White and Ben Norfleet 

The Evangelism/Communications Committee did not meet this month.  
1. The church started experiencing some difficulties with the Wi-Fi. A 

technician from ICDistribution came out and stated that the access point in the 

boiler/supply room should be moved to McKeithan Hall to improve signal 

strength. The cost for this service was $142.84. The work has been completed. 

2. Barbara Adams continues to send out the Hidenwood Herald and the News 

You Can Use to help keep members updated on events and happenings within 

the church.  

IV. Old Business 

None 

 

V. Pastor Report 

A. We had a Great Easter Service with over 200 people present.  

B. On May 15th Dr. Andrew Kirkpatrick will host a Ukraine Conversation with a 

question/answer format after church service 

C. Rev. Andrew Whitehead will be out of town on May 29th for Nephew’s 

Graduation. A substitute minister has already been scheduled.  

D. The Church Staff has started planning for Summer Activities. 

E. Interviews continue for a Music/Choral Director with hopes to have one hired 

soon.  

VI. Rejoicing & Weeping  

A. Rise Against Hunger Community Engagement Manager, Rusty recently found out 

that his father has cancer. Prayers for comfort for the family.  

B. Bob Crowther just met his eighth new grandson in Colorado. Congratulations Bob 

and Paige.  

C. Rosie, a friend of Libby, is having a difficult time with family/money issues. 

Prayers for her comfort and peace at this time.  

D. John Mattern recently had back surgery and is in rehab and doing well.  

E. Mary Jane Bryan needs surgery but is having delays. Prayers for comfort.  

F. Tom Moore, Mildred Moore’s son, is asking for helping to check in on his mom 

and with available local resources for his mother’s possible future needs.  

G. Prayers for all those unknown requests and needs.  

VII. Adjournment 

There being no further business, Libby Bowman closed the meeting with prayer. Libby 

Bowman motioned to adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Bill Sharkey. The 

meeting was adjourned at 7:47 pm.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Melanie White, Secretary 


