
HIDENWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Minutes of the Called Session Meeting 

June 14, 2022 

 

The June 14, 2022, called Session meeting began at 7:00 pm via Zoom. Rev. Andrew Whitehead, 

Pastor/Head of Staff and moderator, established a quorum, welcomed participants, and opened 

with prayer.  

 

Session Members Present 

Leslie Brooks  Jimmie Espich 

Ben Mason   Lisa Woessner 

Andrew Kirkpatrick Bette Runyan 

Dana Stowell  Shawen Bartol 

 

Rev. Alan DeFriese, Director of the Peninsula Rescue Mission, is scheduled to speak briefly at 

worship Sunday, June 19. Because Pastor Whitehead has been exposed to COVID, is also 

symptomatic and therefore will likely test positive and need to quarantine, he reached out to Rev. 

DeFriese to see if he would be willing to preach this Sunday and he agreed. Shawen Bartol 

MOVED to approve Rev. Alan DeFriese as preacher Sunday, June 19, 2022. The motion was 

SECONDED and APPROVED. 

 

Recently a member of the Newport News police force was arrested and charged with sexual 

exploitation of children. This person and his family are members of Hidenwood, although they 

are not regular attendees, and in fact have not been in church for several years, although the 

officer was involved with Scouts. Pastor Whitehead has been in touch with the officer’s wife to 

offer comfort and support. 

 

Session determined that a response to the congregation is needed, and it was agreed that Pastor 

Whitehead would draft a letter outlining Session’s awareness of this situation, stressing that this 

individual had had no contact with the youth of the church, and reiterating Hidenwood’s child 

protection policies. Prayers and support of the family are encouraged. Pastor Whitehead will also 

contact Liza Hendricks, PEVA General Presbyter to make her aware of the matter and seek any 

advice she may have. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting ended with prayer at 7:42. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________   ______________________________ 

Andrew P. Whitehead      Leslie Brooks 

Moderator       Clerk of Session 

 

Date minutes approved: ___ / ___ / ___ 

 

Initialed by: Clerk: _____ Assistant Clerk: _____ 


